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● Overview

● Data Holdings and Contributions

● Recent & Upcoming Enhancements
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Today’s Talk - The IHO DCDB



3ngdc.noaa.gov/iho/



4

During the IHO Assembly, the signing of the MoU was recognized by IHO 

Secretary General Dr. Mathias Jonas and Rear Admiral Benjamin Evans, U.S. 

National Hydrographer and Director of NOAA’s Office of Coast Survey.

May 2023: A Memorandum of Understanding was signed  to reaffirm 

NOAA's relationship with the IHO as the host of the IHO DCDB
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GEBCO 2023 Grid

GEBCO 2017 grid = 6% 

GEBCO 2023 grid = 24.9%
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DCDB Data Holdings The estimated global seafloor 
coverage held in the DCDB 
multibeam archive is calculated to be 
~12%

ncei.noaa.gov/maps/iho_dcdb 
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DCDB - New Data Holdings

● 28 new surveys

● US Academic Fleet

● JAMSTEC
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DCDB Data Holdings: Crowdsourced Bathymetry
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DCDB Web Services
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DCDB Web Services: LINZ

ncei.noaa.gov/maps/iho_dcdb/
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DCDB Web Services: Portugal
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DCDB Viewer: Grid Extract Tool
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Undersea Feature Names
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Regional Hydrographic Commissions
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DCDB Viewer: Planned Enhancements

ncei.noaa.gov/maps/autogrid/

● Finalize migration to new database schema

○ Versioning of processed swath files

○ Discovery of backscatter & ancillary 

files

○ Indicating polygons of extent of 

coverage 

● AutoGrid is a web app 

● AutoGrid 2.0
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Data management guidelines and 
metadata templates to encourage data 
collectors to becoming data providers. 

Guidelines cover:

• Acceptable data file formats
• Metadata
• Requested file directory structure

https://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/iho/
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IHO DCDB Resources

https://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/iho/


One tool to pack it all...

● Stand-alone packager for cruise-

based data.

● Simple user interface with pulldown 

menus and controlled vocabularies

● Generates cruise-level and series 

level metadata files

● Creates consistent data packages
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IHO DCDB Resources

Cruise Data Packager (CruisePack)

ncei.noaa.gov/products/cruisepack
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IHO DCDB Resources: Your Friendly Data Managers



IHO DCDB Resources - Links

DCDB Homepage

● ngdc.noaa.gov/iho/

DCDB Map Viewer

● ncei.noaa.gov/maps/iho_dcdb 

Autogrid

● ncei.noaa.gov/maps/autogrid/

CruisePack

● ncei.noaa.gov/products/cruisepack
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Questions?

christiane.reiser@noaa.gov

● Are there any questions on accessing 

data from the DCDB?

● Does anyone need more information on 

contributing data to the DCDB?

● Please let me know if anyone is 

interested in adding your web service to 

the DCDB?

● Any other questions?

mailto:christiane.reiser@noaa.gov
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