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REPUBLIC OF THE FIJI ISLANDS



❑ is an island country part

of Oceania in the South Pacific

Ocean

❑ Fiji consists of an archipelago of 

more than 330 islands & 500 islets

❑ Gained independence from 

Britain in 1975

❑ Capital: Suva

❑ Population: 926,200

❑ Languages:

Fijian, English, Fiji Hindi, Rotuman

REPUBLIC OF FIJI  ISLANDS
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BACKGROUND

▪ Established in 1970 after the United Nations study

on Fiji’s maritime transport system towards the end

of the late 1960s.

▪ Published its first chart in 1981 (F Chart Folio)

▪ Became a member of the IHO in 1982

▪ Member of the Southwest Pacific Hydrographic 

Commission

▪ First local Chief Hydrographer 1990

▪ UKHO is the Primary Charting Authority





Area of 

Responsibility

EEZ covering almost 1.3

million square meters of

the Pacific Ocean

Fiji’s total land area is

18,333 square kilometres



Extracted from Marine Traffic Density Map (2021,2022)

SHIPPING NETWORK





The Team:
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1. Displacement: 300 tonne

2. Date Launched: 2018

3. Surveyors: 06

4. Hydrographic Survey Equipments:

Hull mounted Norbit Multibeam System, 

Positioning / IMU, Towed Side Scan

Sonar, Sub Bottom Profiler, A Winch 

Frame , Sound Velocity Profiler

5. Types of Surveys Conducted: 

• National charting project

RFNS Kacau



1. Displacement: 72 tonnes

2.  Date Launched: 2019

3.  Surveyors: 08

4.   Hydrographic Survey Equipment:

Kongsberg EM 2040c Multibeam Echo sounder, 

Positioning System / IMU, Sound Velocity Profiler,

ADCP, Side Scan Sonar, Side Scan Sonar Winch, 

Multi-purpose Winch, J-Frame

1. Types of Surveys Conducted:

• National charting project

RFNS Volasiga



1. Displacement: 3 tonne

2. Date Launched: 2018

3. Surveyors: 7

4. Hydrographic Survey Equipment:

Multibeam Echo sounder (R2 Sonic 2020), 

Multibeam Echo sounder (R2 Sonic 2024) , 

Single beam Echo sounder  (Odom MKIII), 

5. Types of Surveys Conducted: 

National charting project

SMB Ikavua



Current Status of 

Charting



DATA HOLDINGS

❑Digital Formats ❑Survey Sheets



WAY FORWARD

❑ Hydrographic Strategic Plan

❑ Formation of the National Hydrographic Coordinating 

Committee

❑ Restructure of FHO

Hydrography

Cartography

Oceanography

Data Management

❑ FHO move to Maritime Essential Services Centre 

❑Completion of Chart modernization Project

❑Digitisation of Survey Sheets

❑Member of IC-ENC

❑Collaborative efforts with regional partners 





Gracias
Thank you

Vinaka
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