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Thesis : History and anthropology of marine geosciences in waters of New Caledonia. 
The influence of contexts on making of science.
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Anthropology Of Marine Geosciences In New Caledonia
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Problem statement

How multiple 
and changing 
contexts may 
influence marine 
geoscience 
research in New 
Caledonia ?
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Some representations of the sea floor in New 
Caledonia – Kanak vision of the Ocean
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Picture taken from the Facebook page of Vision Kanak de l'Océan, Sénat coutumier.
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Some representations of the sea floor in 
New Caledonia –  Fishermen

• “Jojo, a Kanak from Hienghène, 
knows exactly where to go with the 
little boat so that it bites the line. 
With the engine tiller in his right 
hand, at the stern of the boat, he 
looks straight ahead and goes for it. 
He cuts the engine, takes into 
account the drift before dropping a 
small homemade anchor. ‘There's a 
potato here’.“
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Figure 1 : dessin représentant deux pêcheurs côtiers, à Hienghène. Jojo à gauche, 
Marco à droite.



Seabed 2030 – Marie-Eve Perrin06/11/2024

Some representations of the sea floor in 
New Caledonia – NGOs
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Some representations of the sea floor in 
New Caledonia – Geologists
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A french marine 
geologist  at sea
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From representations to marine geosciences research
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We don’t agree 
with full 

protection 
reserve of some 

marine areas

We don’t know 
enough about 

ecosystem of the 
deep ocean

We prefer not to 
know more 
about under 

water geology

We want to 
understand more 

about regional 
geodynamics

PERMISSIVE IMPACT

DIRECTIONNAL IMPACT
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Relation between Bathymetry and Marine Geosciences
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Relation between Bathymetry and Marine 
Geosciences
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HMS Agamemnon laying Transatlantic Telegraph Cable in 1858
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Perspective : Other Contexts
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Before May 2024 After May 2024
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Thank you!
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